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WEARING SCHOOL SWEATERS. 


In This Issue... 


Every house should have a history to pass on to future residents. Even the 
smallest house might have had some interesting residents. Who were they and 
what were their stories? The CCHS Archives might hold some answers. The 
original house on the southeast corner of 8th and Grand is one house for which 
we have the actual words of the original owner writing about changes she was 
making to her property and about the events that were happening around her. 
The resident was Celestia Gearhart, a widow whose letters to family members 
record a history of the place from 1904 to 1906. Excerpts from those letters 
are in this issue of Cumtux. 

The second story in this issue is by Robert Kussman and was found in the 
papers of Dennis and Frankye Thompson recently donated to CCHS. 

It may surprise some to learn that a large part of Clatsop County was under 
water in the 1870s and before. Old newspaper stories reveal part of that story, 
also in this issue. 


—The Editor 
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CUMTUX: Chinook jargon: 


“To know...to inform” 


CELESTIA ANN GEARHART LETTERS 


By Hazel Gearhart 


OLLOWING ARE excerpts copied by 

Hazel Gearhart Clark from letters 
written by her grandmother Celestia 
Ann Neal Gearhart to her son, John 
Neal Gearhart at Skagway, Alaska. 
J. Neal Gearhart is Hazel G. Clark’s 
father. Celestia Gearhart’s house was 
built before the turn of the century 
and is still standing on Grand Avenue 
just east of 8th Street in Astoria. Her 
husband was John Gearhart, the son 


PHOTO COURTESY OF THE GEARHART FAMILY. 


en 


THE GEARHART FAMILY. STANDING (L TO R) PHtrp, NELL, CELESTIA ANN, J. NEAL, 


of Philip Gearhart. John had passed 
away some years before. Celestia was 
a teacher, active in her church and in 
women’s rights. 


May 4, 1903... 

The electricians are here today 
wiring the house. Edgar [John’s 
next brother] and Stinsen were on 
Necanicum yesterday fishing. There 
were no fish for breakfast this morning. 






AND EpGar. Dora GEARHART HOLDS AGNES GARNER AND ELSIE GEARHART HOLDS 


JEAN GEARHART. ESTHER IS SEATED ON THE GROUND AND HAZEL IS THE LITTLE GIRL 


STANDING IN THE MIDDLE. 
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May 22, 1903... 

Yesterday was Roosevelt’s day 
in Portland. It poured rain. The 
Corvallis Cadets were ordered to 
Portland for the parade so Philip 
(youngest brother) was in the swim... 
I am deep in house cleaning. ..We are 
reconciled to our new neighbors. They 
have the chickens fenced off...Have 
given Sharp the “grand bounce,” and 
get milk from their neighbor, and 
revel in twice as much cream from 
the same quantity of milk... Quite 
a lot of changing of property of late. 


July 3, 1903... 

Last week the Federation of the 
Womens Clubs of Oregon met here. I 
was a delegate from the Reading Club 
and also was Chairman of Credentials 
Committee, so was on hand for every 
session. It was quite pleasant to meet 
with some of the bright women of 
the state. One of the evenings we had 
Mrs. Eva Dye, the author of “Oregon 
City.” She is a pleasant and happy 
speaker. Think everyone was charmed 
with her. Her theme was Sacajawea 
and the monument to her to be un- 
veiled at the Portland Fair in 1905... 
We lodged two of the delegates, one 
of which is the somewhat well known 
Helen Spaulding of Portland. ..Esther 
[John’s sister] went over to Seaside last 
Monday evening to visit the Hoefflers’ 
camp and Alice Blinn in particular. 
Mrs. Hoeffler invited her to go over 
for two or three days. The Push Club 
are giving the excursion to complete 


money due for building the railroad 
spur to the sash and door factory. 


SO# 
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A PRODUCT LABEL FOR THE VIAVI Co. 


Have just rented the parlor cham- 
ber to a Miss Miller, who is here repre- 
senting [or agent] for the “Viavi” cure. 
She is not young and giddy but seems 
very pleasant. She has the privilege 
of cooking her little breakfast on our 
stove, and I have appropriated a little 
corner in the safe and a shelf in the 
cellar way for her “grub.” Think we 
shall get on nicely. She is helpful and 
was so anxious to come. I get $6.00 
a month for two months, and if she 
stays longer will have more. 

Eighth Street from Astor to 
Commercial is to be improved with 
crushed rock. 


Oct. I4, 1903... 

Philip is just splitting slab wood 
galore. We ordered of Kelly long 
weeks and months ago, but has just 
got the last up. Our alder is not up 
here either. I was late about ordering 
it... By the way we are reveling in the 
glory of electric lights. Have a meter 
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First PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, AT GRAND AVE. AND ITH ST., ASTORIA. CA. 1903 


and so can tell about how much we 
use. Then perhaps we can get reason- 
able flat rates another year. 

Well Mr. Marcotte is going to 
leave us the first of Dec. to accept a 
call to the Westminister Church of 
Portland. It is expected the church 
will be dedicated before he goes. It 
is going to cost $18,000.00. There is 
practically $4,000.00 yet to raise. Mr. 
Marcotte thinks he has $2,000.00 in 
sight. There no doubt will be a debt on 
it when it is dedicated. [Presbyterian 
Church, mth and Grand.] 

Franklin Ave. is being improved 
from Ninth westward with plank and 
from Ninth to Twelfth with crushed 
rock. But Ninth itself has to wait till 
Spring. 


Dec. 2, 1903... 
A.B. Hammond, of the Astoria 
and Columbia River Railroad, has 


recently got possession of all the 


water front from Skipanon to Fort 
Stevens except a little at Warrenton 
and at Flavel. They think he is going 
to put up a big mill, and so build a 
railroad down to Tillamook to reach 
his timber holdings down that way. 

Our street assessment for the 
crushed rock improvement on Eighth 
St. was $71.00. 

Perhaps you may be interested to 
know how we are coming with electric 
lights. The bill for Oct. was $2.90, 
for Nov. $3.50. We had the Endeavor 
social in Nov. when every light was 
ablaze and too the days are shorter. 

Esther is on a mad rush tonight 
crocheting a doll’s shawl for the 
Monday Club’s fair tomorrow night. 
It is to be held in the church together 
with a sort of reception for people to 
see the church. I tell you the church 
is something Astoria need not be 
ashamed of. 
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ENGINE #4 OF THE ASTORIA & COLUMBIA RIVER RAILROAD AND ITS CREW. 


Dec. 7, 1903... 

[Edgar to Neal]. The transport 
Grant has been made into a dredge, 
and is called the Chinook. When she 
is over the bar, she is full of sand and 
goes to the deep to empty. 


Feb. 7, 1904... 

A new family is moving into 
C.W. Fulton’s house by us, a few 
weeks ago his bulkhead gave way on 
Grand Ave. It is quite an unsightly 
wreck to be sure, and no use of the 
sidewalk there. 


Feb. 14, 1904... 

[Philip G. to Neal G. at Skagway, 
A.K.] As things look at the present 
time, this next year will be one of 
the most prosperous in the history of 
Astoria. The merchants all reported an 
increase in trade for last year mostly to 
the tune of about 20%. The case of the 
A&CRR [Astoria & Columbia River 
Railroad] is even more striking; this 
last year has been the first one during 
which the road has been on a paying 
basis, doing more than double the 


amount of business that they did the 
first year that they were in operation. 
This past year was also the first year 
during which they used all of their 
own motive power on this line. Fora 
number of years, the Southern Pacific 
used three heavy freights and one 
large and fast passenger locomotive 
belonging to the local road. This last 
mentioned locomotive was the one 
that hauled President Roosevelt up 
through Oregon last May. 

Hammond now asks one million 
dollars more for his road than he did 
formerly. I guess that they expect to 
do a big business this year, as they 
have forty new extra long flat cars 
and a new heavy locomotive from 
the East. We are also very busy down 
at the shop [Astoria Iron Works] 
now and will probably have to work 
overtime to get the Spring rush over, 
i.e., till the fishing season opens and 
the cannery machinery is built. 


Aug. 7, 1904... 
[Celestia was deputy county school 
superintendant and writes] This week 
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is teachers’ exam. Mary Luce comes 
in Mon. to take the same, and Laura 
Luce [both nieces] comes Tues. for a 
visit and to take the exam. Also she 
must have a Ist grade in her county, 
and a Ist grade can be endorsed from 
one county to another...Mr. Lyman, 
county school superintendant, has 
been back for a month, and I have 
been having a rest in the line of of 
fice work...I shall have more work 
when he returns to St. Louis. He has 
the same position in reference to the 








ridhic 


totenty Gourd Heuer. 


LayING OF CORNER STONE OF CLATSOP CouNTY Court House, 


Lewis and Clark Fair. 

The Regatta is looming up. They 
make me “tired.” I am expecting the 
house full one way or another. 

The street improvement that is 
going on in town is enough to make 
the hearts of Astorians rejoice when 
assessment does not strike one. The 
concrete sidewalks make me glad. 
We are making a beginning towards 
looking like other cities. The new 
court house and new city hall will be 
fine surely. 





ASTORIA, OREGON, AUGUST 23RD, 1904. 
STANDING, LEFT TO RIGHT: JOHN FRYE ROADMASTER; C.C. CLARKE, Com.; 
UNIDENTIFIED; WM. LarsEN, Com.; THos. LINvILLE, SHERIFF; W.J. BINDER, Dep. 
SHERIFF; G. ZIEGLER, Dep. CLERK; J. C. CLINTON, CLERK; A.B. Datarty, Dep. CLERK; 
S.G. TRULLINGER, Dep. CLERK; SEATED, LEFT TO RIGHT: E.M. Lazarus, ARCHITECT OF 
NEW Court House. R.C.F. Astaury, Surveyor; A. Y. ANDERSON; T.S. CORNELIUS, 


ASSESSOR; 


F. W. GARDINER, Dep. ASSESSOR. 
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‘TWO WOMEN OUT FOR A DRIVE IN THEIR AUTOMOBILE. 


Sept. 28, 1904... 

— Edgar G. to Neal G. You would 
hardly know things around here now 
with the new Court House and [the] 
City Hall, the new road to Warrenton, 
and the automobiles that crowd the 
streets. We have two automobiles. 
Young Fisher, and Coolidge, the street 
railway man; and prospects are good 
for one or two more. The approach 
to the Youngs Bay bridge has been 
graded so as to look quite respectable. 
It runs straight up the hill as far as 
Beard’s house, then cuts over to sev- 


enth St. all filled with crushed rock. 


Nov. 26, 1904... 

[Written at county school su- 
perintendant’s office] Am sitting in 
view of the new court house—first 
story—you probably have seen by the 
papers that work has been stopped 
on account of illegality of the issue 
of the funds. But it is going to be 


a fine building. I hope matters will 
be adjusted soon, anyway, when the 
legislature meets. 


Feb. 16, 1905... 

I am sending herewith draft for 
payment of Majestic Range ($46.50). 
John Montgomery’s man and Edgar 
got it up yesterday afternoon. It’s a 
beauty and I presume I shall like it 
very much when I learn it and know 
its capabilities. I have been ironing 
some this morning, and it seemed 
slow to heat the irons; but of course 
the water was entirely cold in the 
boiler; and I presume, I was expecting 
too much from a little wood. 


Mar. 7, 1905... 

We like the range very much. | 
fall in love with it every day. I don’t 
see why there is such a large space 
between the two parts of the grate in 
the firebox. It is almost an inch and 
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Astoria City HALL UNDER CONSTRUCTION, 1904. 


with our light wood lets so much of 
the fire or coals drop down. Edgar 
fixed in a piece of sheet iron and it 
seems an improvement. 

Have heard no more from sister 
Alice, but am looking for a letter 
saying she is about to start. [C.A.G. 
had invited all her sisters and her 
brother and families to come for a visit 
and to attend the Lewis and Clark 
Exposition in Portland.] 

We have been cleaning up some. 
Edgar has painted the walls of the 
kitchen and pantry, and he and I 
have turned and cleaned the matting 
on the sitting room floor. I would get 
some papering done if the stock was 
in, but am washing—washing. 

I am so pleased to see the place in 
the block east of us just across from 
C. W’s old place being repaired. Mr. 
Cyrus has bought it and fixing it ready 
to paint—moved the house to the east 


and is grading the yard...Our yard 
near Fulton’s barn at the drain has 
caved in quite a hole. We notified Mr. 
Lee who in turn notified the street 
Superintendent, but as far as I know 
nothing has been done about repairs. 


April 27, 1905... 

[From Edgar] Fish are pretty slow 
this year, so far, but will turn out OK 
before the season is over. There are a 
great many of the fishing boats with 
gasoline engines in them this year, 
and they make a different appearance 
than the sails used to. 


May 14, 1905... 

I am using a good deal of money 
this year at fixing up, and will in going 
to the Fair... We have been finishing 
the house cleaning and papering. 
Papered the two front rooms upstairs, 
dining room and the walls of the 
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parlor. J.G. got the same kind of 
paper that was on before. The ceiling 
and border were alright[sic]. The 
dining room has three kinds of paper 
and a plate rail. Above the wainscot 
is a strip of rich greens, browns, and 
reds about 2% in height, then the plate 
rail. Above this is another pattern 
of harmonizing colors. ‘The ceiling, 
a light buff is brought down to the 
picture molding. On the plate rail we 
have some of our hand painted china. 

Have been fixing up the spare 
room quite a good deal nicer. Have a 
photograph rail around the walls. The 
ceiling paper reaches down the wall 
to the rail. Below that, the paper is a 
modest pink, a dull pink as nearly as I 
can describe it. Have a new carpet for 
this room and put the matting in your 
room. Got new curtains for the parlor, 
and put the old ones in this room, 
though I could scarcely make them 





hold together to get them washed and 
up, and a nice lace bed set or spread 
for my new iron bedstead. 


May 15, 1905... 

[To Neal at Fairbanks, AK.] The 
election is quite the absorbing topic. It 
brings with it the voting on equal suf- 
frage. Last Friday a committee of la- 
dies gave a reception and parlor meet- 
ing at our house to Rev. Anna Shaw 
of national reputation in this cause. I 
was out to the Missionary Society this 
afternoon, and still keep up about the 
same round. 

By Friday will have a stack of eighth 
grade examination papers to grade. 

Have the house cleaning partly 
done. It is quite light this year—no 
carpets to take up. Have a nice rug 
for the dining room with the edges 
of the floor painted. 

We had quite a fire scare not long 
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PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL 
AMERICAN WOMAN SUFFRAGE 
AssoctaTIon (NAWSA), 1904-1915 


since in the block west of our build- 
ing. When the bell tapped, the flames 
were leaping high; and there was a 
fierce wind from the northwest. I 
thought there was no hope for us and 
a big part of the city. The fire company 
held it to four buildings which were 
not damaged beyond repair. 

Still see new houses going up with- 
out going many blocks from home. 

Herman Wise, Mayor, now claims 
he has $100,000, promised from 
outside for a hotel of Astoria—will 
give the ground. It will probably take 
Astoria too long to think about it. 





July 09, 1905... 

Well the reunion is over and a fine 
time we had to be sure. All the sisters 
and brother were here. Some had not 
seen each other for nearly forty years. 


July 09, 1905... 

[newspaper clipping.] Miss Emma 
C. Warren, Superintendant of Schools 
for Clatsop County, is elated over 
the information that she received 
yesterday. Henry E. Dasch, director 
of exhibits at the Lewis and Clark 
Exposition has notified her that the 
Clatsop County exhibits in elemen- 
tary and secondary education have 
each been awarded a silver medal. 

A diploma has been sent to the 
Astoria Public schools by the supe- 
rior jury of awards of the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition. The award 
comes as a gratifying surprise, for it 
is evident from the fact that the prize 
was won, that the schools of Astoria 
rank high in comparison with the 
other schools of the country. 


Oct. 15, 1905... 

I have done my best to get rid 
of the church “bag” (Presbyterian). 
At the annual meeting they tried 
to nominate someone in vain; and 
finally elected someone not present 
who would not serve, and as the 
money and books must be turned to 
a properly appointed officer, I cannot 
simply quit as I could with some 
things. I seem to be in it for some 
time yet. 
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A GROUP OF UNIDENTIFIED BOYS IN UNIFORMS POSE IN FRONT OF THE OREGON 
BUILDING AT THE 1905 LEWIS AND CLARK ExPOSITION IN PORTLAND. THEY DISPLAY A 
BANNER ADVERTISING THE ASTORIA REGATTA THAT WAS TO TAKE PLACE 
AUGUST 29, 30, AND 3IST. 


July 05, 1906... 

Astoria did something towards 
celebrating though I was not inter- 
ested enough to leave the house. The 
fireworks from the hill near Ball’s 
residence could be viewed by me 
without any effort, and they were 
quite credible. 

Our street in front is to be im- 
proved with crushed rock and con- 
crete sidewalk, as is also Bond St. I 
do not yet know if they are to cut our 
yard. Suppose I will know soon as I 
want to meet the expense. 
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Aug. 16, 1906... 

Astoria is improving streets quite 
extensively in this part of town and 
are at it in front of us. Have taken off 
three feet in northeast corner—not so 
much at steps or entrance. Am having 
the lot sloped, and will round off or 
slope the northeast corner from the 
house corner down very much and so 
take off the weight and strain. Think 
I will lower the whole yard in front 
and make a terrace between the walk 
leading from entrance to door and 
just back of walk. I would like to put 
in concrete steps now if I can possibly 
afford it. 

The A&CRR have given assurance 
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REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ASTORIA, SEASIDE, TILLAMOOK ELEcTRIC Rartway Co. 


that within about ten days surveyors 
would be in the field for the extension 
run to Tillamook. They will survey 
the two routes, one down the beach, 
and the other in the Necanicum 
Valley; and if either is practicable, 
work will be commenced at an early 
date. Surveyors not to spend less than 
three months. 


Sept. or Oct. 1906... 

The teachers institute convenes 
next week. I have promised the city 
teachers my home for a reception on 
Wednesday evening. 

Astoria seems to be prospering 
materially. The dance halls and 
gambling are again running at full 
blast. Linville closed them out and 
at the last city election, it is claimed 
the election carried on the open town 
question. 

The savings bank has driven its 
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first piles for a new bank. The sash 
and door factory at Smiths Point is 
purchased by some Portland parties, 
and it is said they will run it. Two 
Warrenton mills are running again. 
One, the new one, was in the hands 
of receivers. It has been purchased by 
Eastern men, and they mean business. 

Great talk about an electric line to 
Seaside—surveyed and now securing 
the right of way. 

The election under the primary 
law comes off tomorrow. So many 
candidates I don’t see how the average 
voter is going to decide. 

The women suffragists are alert 
and active. Some of the best national 
workers are in the state. We had a 
parlor meeting in my house yesterday 
in the interest of the subject. Did 
you know that the district attorney 
and also the attorney general have 
decided a woman cannot hold the 
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PORTLAND, OREGON, TUESDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 4 1901—EIGHTEEN PAGES. 


FULTON I IS ACCUSED OF PROTECTING BROWNELL 


“PRICE TWO CENTS s.muOPaRG | 





SENATOR ATTACKED 
BY COLLIERS FOR |, 
OPPOSING BRISTOL! §F 


Fulton Indorsed the Letter Written by; 
Mitchell Telling Brownell to Draw’ 
Out of Race for District Attorney-| } 
ship and His Brother Is Now Charged) 
With Having Offered $500 for Letter 





cial Dispatch to The Jou 


ALLEGED $500 OFFER FOR LETTER 
IS DENOUNCED AS A LIE BY FULTON: 


SHORTAGE OF 
CARS 10 BE 
CONSIDERED 


Willamette Valley Ship- 
pers Will Indulge in 
Some Plain Talk on 
the Subject 








| 
[Railroads Alone Are Held to 
Blame for the Present Disas- 


trous State of Affairs Through- 
ut the Pacific Northweat— + 
el! Remedios to Be Discuned. 











Hecuae OF THE Dereon Damen, Dacwank 4, eee 


office of school superintendant in 
this state, but the County Court here 
does not pay any attention to it, so 
Miss Warren still holds forth in that 
capacity. If she can manage to keep it 
till the suffrage amendment carries, 
perhaps she will continue under the 
new County Court. 


Dec. 06, 1906... 

Our street is laid over till Spring 
with no sidewalk in the block nearest 
to the church and simply coarse rock 
on the street. It is very trying to have 
things in such condition. However, it 
would not be much personal inconve- 
nience if the walk was made on one 
side in this block I speak of. The Bond 
St. assessment I paid Dec. 1, $215.60. 

The concrete man has gone to 
Portland and left the work until 
Spring. Our steps too must wait till 
his return or I would put in wooden 
ones. The contractor simply held 
down too many jobs. I cannot com- 
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plete the sodding till the steps are in. 
I see some new house nearly every 
time I take a stroll around town. 
Rey. Gilbert of Presbyterian Church 
together with his Young Men’s league 
have succeeded in bringing “The Star 





SENATOR C. W. FULTON OFFICIAL 
PORTRAIT FROM THE OREGON 
LEGISLATIVE ALBUM FOR 1899. 
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PHOTO COURTESY OF THE GEARHART FAMILY. 





THE GEARHART FAMILY IN FRONT OF THEIR HOME. CA.1886. 


Course” of lectures. We have heard 
one on “electricity.” Are to have Dr. 
Hillis, Jacob Riis and the Dunbars 
Musicals—one a month. 

The last day or two we are con- 
cerned about C.W. Fulton’s future 
standing as a senator. Colliers Weekly 
of Dec. 8th published “The story of 
Senator Fulton’s attempt to protect 
two political friends who were in- 
volved in land frauds.” Iam sorry that 
even a shadow should rest over him. 
Somehow it strikes home. 

The Episcopal ladies are having 
their annual sale and fair this after- 
noon and evening. I wonder if the 
Presbyterians will bring such a show 
Saturday of this week when they have 
theirs. 


Jan 25, 1907... 
It was almost incredible, but Astoria 
has had a fuel shortage which has been 


very hard on some people during the 
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“snap” as well as other times. Dick 
Byrd has been getting a half sack or 
sack of coal at a time, and the coal 
is unhandy for him. We have been 
using the dining room altogether 
for a sitting room. We keep much 
more comfortable than with the 
open stoves, and also we save heaps 
of wood. 


Feb. 24, 1907... 

Did I tell you I am rid of the trea- 
surership of the church [Presbyterian.] 
It is quite a relief too. 

Do you know Astoria is trying to 
get a “boom” on. Those who claim 
to be in the “inner circle” say that 
J.J. Hill has bought the A&CRR and 
that he is going to make the mouth 
of the river a terminal and is going to 
bring in his big ocean carriers to load, 
and that the jetty will be completed 
to give all the water needed on the 
bar. Things seem to have a boom in 
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CELESTIA GEARHART'S HOUSE SOMETIME AFTER THE FRONT LAWN WAS TERRACED 
AND CEMENT STAIRS COMPLETED ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER. 


the air round about New Astoriaand been booming the mouth of the river 
Warrenton. and interested in Warrenton, and also 

About a week ago Astoria had a Tom Richardson, Pres. of the Oregon 
big “Brevet Astoria” meeting and Development League, and both of 
had Walter C. Smith, who has long Portland, as speaker of the occasion at 





THE FORMER HOME OF CELESTIA GEARHART AS IT APPEARS TODAY. IT Is NOW A 
DUPLEX APARTMENT BUILDING. 
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this meeting. And since about $9,000 
dollars was pledged to advertise 
Astoria and vicinity, the Chamber 
of Commerce reorganized, taking in 
other commercial organizations of 
the city. The A&CRR has decided 
to build a branch from Warrenton to 
Seaside hugging the beach a greater 
advantage to the resorts; but some 
think part of a coast road which Hill 
will build from the mouth of the 
river to San Francisco. So you see 
great things are in the air. They say 
real estate seems now to be selling on 
Lewis and Clark. 

At this big meeting a placard dis- 
played this, “Astoria, 59,000 in 1910.” 


April 12, 1907... 

Think I wrote you that things are 
looking up considerably, especially on 
the west side, Astoria and Warrenton. 
The frontage on Youngs Bay—Adair 
Estate has recently been sold at quite 
a figure so “They say” and there is 
no doubt of the sale. Am told that 
Dr. Gus Kinney’s holdings there 
netted him $20,000. The Chamber of 
Commerce has a man from “abroad” 
on hand to exploit the advantages of 
this section and to work for a greater 
Astoria. 


April 12, 1907... 

There is talk of street cars over our 
hill to Warrenton and New Astoria. 
Parties are trying to get a franchise. 


The Lytle R.R. Harrimans is build- 
ing from Hillsboro this way. The road 
is in operation for quite a number of 
miles. The Nehalemites must be quite 
hopeful of outside connections before 
very many months or in less than two 
years anyway. 

Today work was commenced on 
our belated concrete steps. Don’t 
know when the street will be fin- 
ished. Fortunately the contractors get 
enough rock on the center of the street 
to make it quite usable for the winter. 

Property on the west side is selling 
well, but not much move on this side. 
A company has a franchise for an 
electric line from here to Warrenton 
and Hammond. 


Dec. 20, 1907... 

Another project at Astoria—a 
steamship line from this port to the 
Orient and Alaska, but I see this 
morning that the thing is turned down 
because the projector is noncommittal 
about his power “to make good,” a 
New York scheme this time. # 


Above excerpts were typed by Pat 
Guerin Miller, a cousin to Hazel 
Gearhart Clark. The cousins are related 
through Hazel’s mother who was 
Dora Bigelow Gearhart, sister to Pat’s 
grandmother, Ellaree usually just Ella) 
Bigelow Guerin. Pat’s father Lorin and 
Hazel were first cousins. 
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Oldest Resident Dies Near 
104th Birthday 


Mrs. Celestia A. Gearhart, Astoria’s 
oldest resident, died Monday morning 
[December 22, 1952] in a local nursing 
home just nine days before her 104th 
birthday. 

Mrs. Gearhart was the widow of John 
W. Gearhart, pioneer and member of one 
of Clatsop county’s best known pioneer 
families. 

She had been ill with pneumonia for the 
past few weeks and was taken from a hos- 
pital to a nursing home several days ago. 

Born in Ohio 

Mrs. Gearhart had for years been one of 
Astoria’s best known residents. Her birth- 
day, which comes December 31, had for 
some years been a big occasion, ever since 
she attained her 100th birthday in 1948. 

She was born December 31, 1848 in 
Camden, Ashtabula county, Ohio, in a log 
cabin. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Neal, had five other children. 

She attended schools in Ohio and went to Ames college, in Iowa, now Iowa State 
college, where she was graduated in 1875. She was the college’s oldest living graduate 
for the past several years. 

































Mrs. CELesT1aA A. GEARHART 









Taught Here 

An older sister, who had come west and married a student at Pacific university, 
persuaded her to come to Oregon. She did so in 1878 and took a teaching position in 
Astoria. She was married the following year to John W. Gearhart, and has made her 
home here ever since. 

Mrs. Gearhart was active in civic affairs and particularly in the work of the First 
Presbyterian church, of which she was treasurer for ten years. She headed various 
women’s organizations and for many years was an active worker in the WCTU. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gearhart had four children, of whom two survive. They are Miss Esther 
Gearhart, Astoria, with whom Mrs. Gearhart had made her home here at recent years, 
and John Neal Gearhart, Myrtle Point. 

Funeral to be announced 

She also has nine grandchildren and twelve great grandchildren. 

The grandchildren include Mrs. Thomas F. Sandoz, Astoria, and Mrs. Marshal Bolton, 
Pendleton, the former Marjorie Gearhart of Astoria, both of them being daughters of 
Mrs. Gearhart’s son, the late Edgar Gearhart of this city. 

Funeral services will be announced later by the Hughes-Ransom mortuary. Burial 
will be in Clatsop Plains Pioneer cemetery beside her late husband. 
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The Arrival of the Gearharts, a letter from Celestia’s son John Neal Gearhart. 


Myrtle Point, Oregon 
» January 21, 1956 


Dear Mrs. See, 


» Philip Gearhart with family left Fairfield, Jefferson County, lowa, April 10, 
. 1848, arriving at Oregon City, September 28, 1848. 


Clatsop Plains was to be their destination. Shortly after getting to Oregon City 
: arrangements were made to move on to the Plains. Grandmother and the children 
» were moved by canoe to Skipanon. Grandfather and the oldest son John W. took 
. the cattle and horses through Grand Ronde, Hebo, around Tillamook Bay, across 
the mouth of Nehalem Bay and around Neahkahnie Mountain on the lower trail. 
: This trail was on the face of the bluff way below the later trail and the present 
» highway. 
: They lived for three years on the John Banks Hall [Samuel Hall] place, later the 
Josiah West place. Then moved to the Philip Gearhart Donation Land Claim on 
which the Town of Gearhart is now located. 


| The Philip Gearhart home was moved into about 1855. The lumber was sawed 
: at the mill race. This was a dug canal where the tide gates under the Highway now | 
. are a short distance north of the Neawanna Highway bridge. i 


: This mill seems to have a rapid change of ownership. The race and mill was 
» built by Thomas W. Raddick and operated as a grist mill. Also operated as a saw 
: mill by John Moreland [Marlin] and a Mr. Packard. 


Your description of the location of the Gearhart house seems to be accurate as 
: near as I can tell. There is now a house directly in front of the site. A pear tree or 
» two that stood just south of the house were still alive the last time that I passed the 
: place. Also one or two Balm of Gilead cotton wood trees that originally lined the | 
: north side of the lane leading from the old County Road to the barn were still alive. : 
: John W. Gearhart deeded his part of the Gearhart holdings to M. J. Kinney : 
August 25, 1888. The plat of Gearhart Park was filed August 21, 1890. These dates | 
- can be confirmed at the Court House. Soon after this the railroad was built from 
: Youngs Bay to Seaside and later connected with the railroad to Astoria. : 
» Tam sending two pictures [not included here] of the Gearhart house which were | 
taken in 1907. The addition on the north was added by my father John W. Gearhart } 
: during the 1880s. The lumber in the house was all hand planed. : 
The above will add some dates to your paper. The next time I am in Clatsop I 
© hope I have time for a visit with you. As you see Esther forwarded your letter to 
: me. 


Sincerely, 
John Neal Gearhart 
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September 25, 1990 


A LESSON IN APPLIED MAss 
PsYCHOLOGY 


A Tribute to Norville E. May 
By Robert N. Kussman 
AHS Class of 1943 


T was the fall of 1941, a couple of 

months before Pearl Harbor. 
Well over half of the 1941 Fighting 
Fisherman football team was com- 
posed of eager, but inexperienced 
Sophomores and Juniors, and was 
struggling to “come together” 
under the able tutelage of Coach 
Norville May and Assistant Coach 
Karl Kahle. Going into our sixth 
game of the season on the road against 
State powerhouse The Dalles, the 
Fishermen had two wins and three 
losses under our belt, a deplorable 
record in comparison to the 1940 
and previous Norville May coached 
squads. 

It was not difficult to understand, 
in fact, it was obvious to most, that 
Coach May was far, far from happy 
with the results of his team’s efforts. 
He knew he had a good bunch of kids 
that had both the talent and the desire 
to win, if only he could somehow 
bring it all together. As the days wore 
on it was becoming blatantly obvious 
to the team that these events were 
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wearing on Coach May. His temper 
was becoming more easily triggered 
by simple mistakes during practice; an 
increasing number of us were taking 
additional laps around the track at 
Gyro Field following practice; scrim- 
mages were getting longer and more 
ferocious as Coach May’s eyeball to 
eyeball confrontations became more 
and more penetrating when he’d set 
his jaw to bark out commands and 
as the veins in his neck protruded 
precariously against the collar of his 
Astoria High School sweatshirt. The 
only consoling factor seemed to be 
that with the Fall rains the mud of 
Gyro Fields practice area was getting 
softer, “muckier” and deeper and 
somehow seemed to cushion the im- 
pact of his rage during our ferocious 
scrimmage sessions. 

It all came to a head at the start of 
Monday’s practice before The Dalles 
game. Coach May had somehow 
gotten wind of the fact that all-star 
fullback, Duke Moore, (and perhaps 
others) had breached rules over the 
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‘TEAM MEMBERS JOE Hickey, Duane Moore, AND WarD PALDANIUS. 


weekend following our third straight 
defeat on Friday night. Coach May 
assembled the entire squad on the 
practice field before practice and 
confronted Duke with this report. 
As difficult as it was for him, Duke 
admitted to his wrongdoing, where- 
upon, Coach May immediately lashed 
out at him. The shock wave struck 
each and every one of us as we stood 
in silent witness. The veins in Coach 
May’s neck protruded even more 
precariously as he tore into Duke, 
and in conclusion kicked him off the 
team. As Duke found the strength 
to hobble off the field, Coach May 
stopped him, and as their eyes met 
again he offered him a reprieve on the 
condition that he do fifty laps around 
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the track, then make a public apology 
to the team, along with a promise 
that he would never break training 
again. It was long after the rest of us 
had departed from practice that Duke 
was still working on his fifty laps and 
not until the next day at practice that 
Duke came before the team in his 
street clothes to apologize, asked our 
forgiveness and promised never to 
break training again. 

Practice remained at a high level of 
intensity for the balance of the week. 
The frenzy and shock waves were 
commencing to penetrate the student 
body as was evident at our Friday 
morning rally just prior to the team’s 
departure for The Dalles. In addi- 
tion to the six car caravan of players 
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and equipment (including a crate of 
oranges—compliments of Dick Aho 
and his Modern Cash Grocery Store), 
several of Miss Wooten’s Pep Girls, 
led by Jeannie Urell (Morgenson), 
and thirty to forty other students and 
faculty, somehow managed to make 
the 120 to 1330 mile trek to The Dalles 
for our big game. 

As kickoff time approached tension 
in the stands was mounting. It was a 
crisp, clear Fall evening with a full 
harvest moon high in the sky. It was a 
sell-out crowd with the Astoria section 
constantly cheering and “out rooting” 
the opposition. Jeannie’s strong voice 
alone must have reached the one hun- 
dred decibel level and could be heard 
by every player on the field and from 
one end of the ball park to the other. 
Astoria won the toss and elected to re- 
ceive. It was a beautiful high end over 
end kick-off taken by highly rated 
Junior left halfback, Bob Hjorten, 
on the ten yard line. Hjorten tore up 
the field behind beautiful blocking, 
going all the way to The Dalles 45 
yard line before being brought down 
by a host of The Dalles tacklers. The 
crowd was going wild on both sides of 
the field as tacklers untangled. Then 
silence as the last tackler arose and 
Bob Hjorten lay stilled on the field. It 
seemed like an eternity while manag- 
ers Eugene Schaudt and Nick Kuluris 
tended to Hjorten. Then manager 
Ray Thornton joined them on the 
field. More seconds passed and finally 
Coaches May and Kahle, accompa- 
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Dick AHO, OWNER OF MODERN CasH 
GROCERY STORE 


nied by Dr. Frank Fowler, hustled 
to Hjorten’s aid. The entire ballpark 
remained still as a stretcher was sum- 
moned and Hjorten was ever so gently 
placed on the stretcher and slowly 
carried from the field, the extent of 





Coacu Norvitte E. May 
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Gyro FIELD, CA. 19508, WHERE MANY SPORTS EVENTS HAVE BEEN HELD, WAS © 
A DAY. EXCHANGE STREET BRIDGE WAS BUILT IN 1878 OVER Scow Bay, CONNECTIN( 
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\S ONCE PART OF SCcow Bay, AND MUD FLATS WHEN THE TIDE RECEDED TWICE 
rING UppPER AND Lower Astoria. A FERRY CAN BE SEEN DOCKED AT 14TH STREET. 
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IMAGE FROM THE 1942 Astoria HicH SCHOOL ZEPHYRUS. 


CCHS mace #6944.7700 





Team Manacers: EuGENE ScHAuptT, Nick Kuturis, Ray THORNTON, AND 
JOHN VERSCHUEREN 


his condition not known. The game 
continued, but the tremendous pent- 
up enthusiasm seemed to have waned 
from the re-born Fighting Fishermen 
with the falling of our comrade. 

The Dalles scored easily on their 
first possession. They kicked off to 
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Astoria again—Bryant returned it to 
the twenty yard line. After three feeble 
plays we had to punt. The Dalles 
scored again. It’s 13-0 at the end of 
the first quarter. About the middle of 
the 2nd quarter we get the word that 
Hjorten is OK, but has a bad knee 
injury that will keep him out for the 
season. The slaughter continues—The 
Dalles is pouring it on mercilessly, 
half-time comes and the score is The 
Dalles—26 Astoria—o. 

We leave the field with heads 
bowed, shock and shame evident on 
every face as we pass the stunned 
grandstand crowd en route to the 
locker room awaiting the stormy 
entrance of Coach May. Everyone 
is inching towards the back of the 
locker room trying to find an open 
spot as far removed from the forth- 
coming tongue lashing as possible. 
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Heads continue to be bowed in 
silence. Glancing around the room 
quickly I can see tears streaming 
down the faces of Rube Wirkkunen 
and Ward Paldanius. Next to Rube, 
Eben Parker has the look of fury in 
his eye, but cannot muster a tear. The 
crate of oranges goes untouched and 
except for an occasional sniffle or sob, 
the room remains in deadly silence. 
Where’s Coach May? Five minutes 
goes by—then ten minutes. Still 
silence. Finally, as the fifteen minute 
half-time is over, the door swings open 
and Mayor Orval Eaton, a perennial 
fan and supporter, steps in—silence 
continues. Mayor Eaton announces 
in a strong voice that he has a message 
from Coach May—“Those of you that 
care to can get your street clothes 
on and go home—and those of you 
that want to play football are to get 
your butts out on that field NOW!!” 
Stunned silence continued for about 
as long as it took for Mayor Eaton’s 
words to echo across the room—then 
he was almost crushed at the door 
by the stampede of furious, wild 
eyed Fighting Finns and otherwise, 
trying to get out that door and back 
onto the field. The crowd could 
sense this newly found emotion that 
carried this team back into battle. 
And battle it was as the Fighting 
Fishermen kicked off the second half 
and caused The Dalles to fumble on 
their own ten yard line. Two plays 
later Lamarr Wilson carries over for a 
touchdown—the Fighting Fishermen 
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are back!!! And back we were, as we 
scored another and another. By now 
the crowd is becoming euphoric and 
Jeannie Urell’s voice waning away to 
a barely audible whisper. Score for the 
second half—Astoria 26—The Dalles 
13. The dismal fact that we allowed 
them 26 points in the first half cost us 
the game by a 39-26 margin, did not 
scuttle our newly found enthusiasm 
as we went on to finish the season 
with victories over top-rated Ashland, 
Tillamook and Seaside, but dropped 
a close 14-7 game in the mud dur- 
ing a driving rainstorm at Salem. 
All this without our star halfback, 
Bob Hjorten. 

Needless to say, in all probability 
that football season more than likely 
proved to be one of the outstanding 
events in the lives of those of us that 
participated. I, for one, will always 
marvel at the skill and wisdom of 
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IMAGE FROM THE 1942 Astoria HiGH SCHOOL ZEPHYRUS. 


Coach May for the lesson in practical 
mass psychology that he applied dur- 
ing The Dalles half-time. But, I will 
always wonder if he kept his fingers 
crossed during the entire episode! 
Since this story took place almost 
a half century ago, some of the 
details with regard to specific events 
and named participants may not 
be entirely accurate—for which I 
apologize. I do believe, though, that 
however inaccurate the aforemen- 
tioned details may be, the impact 
from the lesson in mass psychology 
remains undaunted [as described]. 


This story was written by 
Robert N. Kussman in response to 
a request from Art Koski for people 
to contribute their memories for 


a proposed book on the history of 
area sports. That book turned out 
to be Toward One Flag: A History of 
Lower Columbia Athletics, written 
by Walter “Wally” Palmberg and 
published in May 1993, over twenty 
years ago. The Committee mem- 
bers in charge of the project were: 
Tom Carmichael, Jon Englund, J. 
W. “Bud” Forrester, Steve Kann, 
Gene Knutsen and Erling Orwick. 
Art Koski and Malcolm Van Meer 
assisted in gathering information for 
the book. 

Robert N. Kussman died in 2002 at 


Olympia, Washington. He was born 
on March 15, 1925 at Astoria, the son 
of Nick Kussman (Kuzmanich) and 
Marian Corcoran Kussman. @ 





A FEW OF THE TEAM MEMBERS HAM IT UP FOR THE CAMERA. 
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Pete BryaNT: JUNIOR-RIGHT HALFBACK 
WALLY EVERHART: SENIOR—-LEFT GUARD 


LEONARD HARGAND: SOPHOMORE— 
QUARTERBACK 


Jor Hickey: JUNIOR—GUARD 
Leo HILL: SopHOMORE—END 


Bos HyorrTen: JUNIOR-LEFT HALFBACK 


BILLy JASPER: JUNIOR—-HALFBACK 
Bos KussMan: JUNIOR-END 


FRANK LARSON: JUNIOR—TACKLE 


MIKE LEBACK: SENIOR—TACKLE 
Pat LEBACK: SENIOR—LEFT TACKLE 


GERALD LOKAN: SOPHOMORE-HALFBACK 


Duane Moore: JUNIOR-FULLBACK 
‘Warp PaLpanius: SENIOR—CENTER 
EBEN PARKER: SENIOR—RIGHT TACKLE- 
CAPTAIN 

ALAN PaTTON: JUNIOR-RIGHT GUARD 
Jack RIECK: JUNIOR-QUARTERBACK 


ALLEN SAIGET: SENIOR—HALFBACK 


Denny THOMPSON: JUNIOR—FULLBACK 
LAMARR WILSON: SENIOR-QUARTERBACK 


RUBEN WIRKKUNEN: SENIOR—RIGHT END 
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July 24, 1884 The Daily Astorian 


CLATSOP COUNTY TIDE LANDS 


Editor’s Note: The old newspapers 
had a variety of spellings for words such 
as dike, Necanicum, Lewis & Clark, 
Tansy, ete. 


Sees OREGONIAN has an 

excellent article on the tide lands 
of our county from the pen of Prof. 
R.K. Warren, who is now in this city. 
After brief mention of the efforts of 
D.K. Warren to bring about the 
reclamation of tide lands at his fine 
place, the article says: 

As I sit looking out upon a tract 
of over 300 acres of smiling mead- 
ows, luxuriant fields of grain and 
vegetables, and peaceful flocks and 
herds quietly grazing in rich pastures, 
I think of the same area only five 
years ago, periodically covered with 
water to the depth of from one to 
three feet, having the appearance of 
a great gulf or bay; and the pictures 
thus presented are so in contrast as to 
be simply marvelous. 


CHARACTER OF THE LANDS 

Tide lands in this vicinity may be 
divided into two general classes in 
respect to the character of the soil. 

First—Those which border on riv- 
ers, small streams and bays. 

Second—Those which lie farther 
in and adjacent to the high lands, 


and around the heads of tide sloughs. 

The first class consists of a stiff 
muck formed by the sediment and 
“wash” of rivers and augmented annu- 
ally by the decomposition of vegetable 
matter which grows upon the soil. 
It contains, also, a small percentage 
of sand, forming altogether what is 
generally known as clay lands. 

This surface deposit is from three 
to four feet in depth, and rests upon a 
subsoil of slate-colored clay of a depth 
not accurately determined. 

The second class is commonly 
called “beaver-dam,” and composed 
entirely of decomposed vegetable 
matter, or peat. 

These tide lands have an average 
elevation of about one foot above 
ordinary high tide, the mean rise of 
which is about six and one-half feet. 
This rise is sometimes increased by 
southerly winter storms from four 
to four and one-half feet, or more 
than three feet above the surface of 


the land. 


CONSTRUCTION OF DIKES 
The first dikes built by Mr. Warren 
are ten feet on the base, the sides slop- 
ing up at an angle of about forty-five 
degrees, until a height of five feet is 
reached, leaving the top about four 
feet in width. They are constructed 
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from materials adjacent. A ditch is 
cut on each side, and at a distance 
of about two feet from the base of 
the dike, and of sufficient width 
and depth to furnish the requisite 
amount of material. It is found to 
be unnecessary to remove the turf 
from the surface on which the dike 
is constructed. 

One peculiarity of the tide-lands, 
and one which at first seemed to 
present a serious obstacle in the way 
of success, is that numerous sloughs 
on the tide streams cross the surface, 
some of which are wide and deep. 
These require strong dams in order 
to resist the greater pressure arising 
from the increased depth of water at 
these points. The dike of which we are 
speaking covers ten of these streams, 
varying in width from twenty to one 
hundred feet, and of an average depth 
of eight feet. After some experiment- 
ing it was found that these dams were 
best constructed of the same material, 
with the addition of sufficient brush 
to bind the mass together. No plants 
or piles are necessary; in fact, they 
would be a useless expenditure of 
time and money. The base of these 
dams are about forty-five feet wide 
in the bed of the streams and twenty 
feet at the surface. Upon this as a 
foundation is constructed the dike as 


before described. 


THE GATES 
In or adjacent to the large sloughs 
are placed boxes or sluice-ways and 


tide gates. These boxes are constructed 
of plank eighteen inches wide and 
three inches thick. The bottom being 
two of these planks in width, rest- 
ing on and securely spiked to cross 
timbers well bedded. One plank set 
up edgewise for each side, and the top 
covered with the same material, cut 
and laid crosswise to the structure; the 
whole being well spiked together and 
placed from five to seven feet below 
the surface. 

At the outer end of each box is the 
gate, which is hung at the top with 
wooden hinges placed about three 
feet above the box, and holding it in 
a vertical position, so that when the 
tide comes in the gate is forced against 
the end of the box, closing it firmly 
and preventing the water from passing 
through. If by accident or otherwise 
a break should occur in the dike, 
allowing any considerable amount of 
water to overflow, these gates would 
allow it to run out freely at low tide, 
thus causing very little damage as the 
break could be repaired before the 
next high tide. 


Cost OF CONSTRUCTION 

The average cost of constructing 
dikes similar to those under consider- 
ation, reckoning wages at $2 per day, 
is about $5 per rod, with an additional 
expense of 25 cents per cubic yard for 
filling the sloughs. 

The cost per acre for reclaiming the 
lands in this vicinity is from five to ten 
dollars, when reclaimed in tracts of 
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from five hundred to several thousand 
acres, and the expense of keeping the 
two miles of dike now built has not 
thus far exceeded $5 per annum, and 
this expense has been principally on 
account of the burrowing of musk- 
rats, from which however, very little 
trouble is anticipated. 

We have thus far spoke of dikes 
through the first class of lands. The 
cost of building and maintaining 
dikes through the beaver dam or peat 
lands would be considerably greater, 
since the surface material is of a light, 
porous nature which contracts and 
settles by the process of decomposi- 
tion. But it is seldom necessary to 
construct dikes through this class of 
lands, since the location, as heretofore 
described renders it unnecessary to 
build through them; the heavier or 
clay soil being invariably found along 
the front or shore lines of the bays 





and rivers. 

Mr. D.K. Warren, in company 
with his brother, P.C. Warren, are 
now constructing a dike which will 
reclaim, when completed, a tract of 
over 200 acres, lying adjacent to the 
tract already described. This dike is 
fourteen feet wide on the base, and 
built up semi-cylindrical in form. It is 
expected that several others adjoining 
will soon commence building from 
each end of this, making a continu- 
ous dike, when finished of nearly five 
miles, and reclaiming over 2,000 acres 


of land. 


CULTIVATION OF RECLAIMED LANDS 

The method of cultivating re- 
claimed tide lands is similar to that of 
prairie lands, with perhaps this single 
exception: That while the prairies of 
the west are usually broken during 
the early summer months, these 


East Hargpor DRIvE LEADING INTO WARRENTON, CA. 1915. THE HOUSE WITH 
THE POINTED ROOF IN THE DISTANCE BELONGED TO CLARA MUNSON AND IS STILL 
STANDING TODAY. 
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lands may be broken at any season 
of the year. 

Mr. Warren’s method is to sow oats 
on all that is broken in winter and in 
spring prior to June 1. After harvest, 
the land is cross-plowed and then 
seeded with timothy or clover, which 
insures a crop of from two to three 
tons of good hay to the acre, and sub- 
sequently it will produce from three to 
five tons at one cutting, continuously, 
for many years, besides furnishing fall 
pasture of sufficient value to pay all 
the expenses of harvesting the hay. 

When reclaimed, these lands are 
well adapted to all kinds of cereals, 
vegetables, grasses and fruits which 
can be cultivated anywhere in this 
latitude or climate, and they are 
unsurpassed in point of fertility; while 
the contrast between them and the 
uplands for general farming, garden- 
ing or grazing is almost as marked as 
it is between the beautiful valley of the 
Genesee, in New York, and the sandy 
sage plains of Colorado. There are 
hundreds of thousands of acres near 
the mouth of the Columbia and along 
the bays and inlets of the coast, both 
north and south, awaiting cultivation. 


Why So Lone NEGLECTED 

In this vicinity thousands of acres 
of tide lands have been owned and oc- 
cupied by the pioneers of Oregon for 
more than thirty years, and yet, until 
five years ago, as I have already said, 
there was not fifty acres of reclaimed 
land anywhere on the Columbia. 


Why? The principal reason is that 
it requires both time and capital to 
insure success; and few are willing 
and many unable to expend the neces- 
sary amount and await returns. To 
illustrate: A owns 200 acres which he 
desires to reclaim; B. owns the same 
amount, but he has not the means to 
join A.C has an adjoining tract, but 
has no faith in the enterprise. Now 
in all probability these several parcels 
of land are so situated that the whole 
can be reclaimed at about the same 
expense as either part, and C, who 
refuses to dyke, refuses to sell, and 
there is no law which will compel him 
to pay his proportion of the expense 
or even grant a right of way across his 
premises. 

But “nothing is so successful as suc- 
cess.” The experiments of the last few 
years have demonstrated beyond the 


shadow of a doubt the practicability 
of diking. 


RECLAIMING THE TIDE LAND 
June 12, 1886 Weekly Astorian 

A dyke is now approaching comple- 
tion from D. K. Warren’s place north- 
ward about three-quarters of a mile, 
which is about as substantial a piece of 
work of the kind as any in the county. 
It is 16 feet base, 5 feet on the summit 
and 6 feet high. The dyke is building 
by Messrs. Flavel, Warren, Ingalls 
and Kindred, and is said to be the 
strongest in the county. The tendency 
yearly is to build heavier and solider 
dykes, experience showing that this 
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is the most economical in the end. 
At the intersection of Alder creek, 
there is a dam 60 feet at low tide, 
80 feet at the top, 10 feet above tide 
land, surmounted by the dyke with 
dimensions as above. At the intersec- 
tion of Tanzy creek there is a similar 
dam, 50 feet at low tide; the Alder 
creek dam being 250 feet long and the 
Tanzy creek dam 150 feet. The dyke 
has been built by H.C. Harrison, at 
a contract price of $4.50 a rod, and 
is well built throughout. This dyke 
reclaims 1,320 acres of fine land. There 
is now almosta continuous dyke, with 
the exception of across the sloughs, all 
the way from Fort Stevens to Lewis 
and Clarke’s, thus reclaiming a tract 
of land unequaled on the coast in 
productive value. 


THE DaILy ASTORIAN 
Sunpay, JULY 29, 1888 
CLATSOP COUNTY. 

Tipe Lanps — Dixinc — 
PRODUCTIVENESS — STOCK RAISING 
— Erc. 

In a former article in The Pacific 
Farmer, reference was made to the 
tide lands in this county. The portion 
of those reclaimed by diking lie along 
Young’s bay, from Fort Stevens along 
Young’s bay adjacent to the Clatsop 
Plains country; along Lewis and 
Clarke, Young’s river, Walluski, John 
Day’s and tributaries, and at Westport 
and vicinity. 


WARRENTON AND HAMMOND 

The largest two bodies of reclaimed 
land lie on the west side of Young’s 
bay, to the right and left of Skipanon 
creek. The amount reclaimed in the 
county is in the aggregate about 
5000 acres, nearly one-fourth of this 
amount already having been put 
into cultivation in tame grasses, for 
meadow and pasture, and a small 
part devoted to grain raising and 
vegetables. D.K. Warren owns 650 
acres of this reclaimed land, 300 acres 
of it diked in 1879, and the remainder 
enclosed last year, the old dike enclos- 
ing the first piece being 2 4 miles in 
length, with to foot base, 5 feet high 
and 4 feet wide at the top. The soil 
in these tide lands is of two kinds: 
First peaty-like deposits; second, clay 
land with intermixture of silt, being 
sedimentary in character, largely from 
the waters of the Columbia river, dif 
ferent from the bottom soils further 
up the river. To the sediment from 
the river direct is added that from 
flow of tides and wash down from the 
local streams and rivers. Soil deposits 
from the flow of tides are of very 
slow increase. There are indisputable 
evidences that an old forest of spruce 
ages ago grew where this tide land 
now is, along the west side of Young’s 
bay, the natural surface of the ground 
in this forest latterly being about four 
feet below the present level, having 
been much higher during the growth 
of these trees, then afterward sunk 
through some convulsion of nature. 
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‘The present growth of timber on the 
ground adjacent to the tide land and 
a few feet above it consists mostly 
of spruce and hemlock—but little 
fir. There is also some alder, crab 
apple, and Oregon willow. Referring 
again to the size and strength of the 
dikes necessary to keep the tide land 
reclaimed, the dimensions above 
given have been found sufficient; but 
for greater security the embankments 
are now made larger, usually 12 to 16 
feet wide at base, 5 to 6 feet in height 
and 6 feet across the top, especially 
where exposed to the heavier wash 
and tides along bays and main chan- 
nels. In the course of construction 
the greatest difficulty met with is in 
filling up the tide creeks and sloughs 
a sufficient distance to support the 
dike proper and to withstand the 
immense pressure from incoming 
tides. In building a dike 214 rods 
long, extending from Tanzy point, 
on Capt. Flavel’s place to connection 
with his old dike, Mr. Warren had to 
fill a deep tide creek 180 feet wide for 
about 80 feet for a dike foundation 
strong enough to withstand the tide. 
‘The sluice boxes in this dike are built 
5x8 feet of heavy fir planks extending 
along side the dam, the sluice gates 
being placed on the outer ends of 
the sluice-ways, hung at an angle, 
so that as the tide rises the weight of 
the rising tide holds it tightly closed, 
preventing the inward flow of water, 
but permitting an outward flow on 


the falling of the tide. In diking 


across a wide tide slough it is usually 
found best not to build the sluiceway 
through the dam, but outside it in the 
firmer tide land. Especially is this the 
case where quicksand is found in the 
channel; otherwise the least forcing 
and trickling of water beneath will 
be liable to permit enlargement of 
opening and in the end to carry away 
the dike and dam. The sluiceways are 
usually put in deep enough to drain 
land enclosed to low tide. The best 
material for dikes and dams is the 
tide land soil of clayey character. It 
is tough and consistent, packing well 
together while moist. In building 
dams a generous supply of spruce 
brush is put in in layers, holding the 
earth well together against the wash 
of tides during construction. The 
dike completed by several interested 
parties last year, on the right bank of 
the Skipanon and extending along 
Young’s bay to the mouth and a short 
distance up the Lewis and Clarke 
river, is about six miles in length 
and encloses about 2000 acres of 
tide land. Of this amount John and 
Samuel Adair own about 800 acres, 
D.K. Warren 270 acres, P.C. Warren 
220 acres, J.C. Trullinger 350 acres, 
Angus Sutherland 250 acres, and 
Mr. Hill 50 acres. The cost of the 
dike amounted to about $1000 per 
mile, or $6000 in all; and filling the 
tide sloughs and necessary repairs 
and strengthening cost much more 
than that sum additional. On the 
Adair claim the cost of filling a tide 
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Tue REITH FARM ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE LEWIS AND CLARK RIVER. THE HOUSE AT 
RIGHT IS STILL STANDING. PHOTO CA. I9I5. 


slough and repair of breakage and 
strengthening properly amounted to 
about $3000. 

Adjoining D.K. Warren’s tide land 
at Tanzy point, Capt. Flavel owns 
about 500 acres of fine reclaimed 
tide land. He owns over 3000 acres 
of upland with it. 

The productiveness of these re- 
claimed lands when put into proper 
cultivation is something wonderful, 
producing heavy crops of hay, grain 
and vegetables. Mr. D.K. Warren 
has 165 acres in meadow, and he says 
he has cut at least six tons of cured 
hay to the acre on portions of it, the 
usual average being from three to five 
tons per acre. He has raised wheat 
and oats with very large yield, but 
the soil is too rich causing the grain 
to grow too rank, being altogether 
better adapted to pasture and meadow 
and vegetables. Thirty to forty tons 
of rutabagas is the usual yield per 
acre. The pastures and meadows on 
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these reclaimed lands are especially 
well suited for dairy and other stock. 
After the pastures on these lands are 
well set in tame grasses and have 
become firm and dry enough, horses 
thrive here wonderfully. We noticed 
several fine ones at Mr. Warren’s 
rolling fat, one a four-year-old grade 
Hambletonian by Josiah West’s 
pure-bred Hambletonian; also, a fine 
four-year-old Clyde-Morgan mare, 
three Clyde-George mares, if we 
understand properly, and a thorough- 
bred Morgan mare of good action. 

Again these tide lands which are 
the highest are well adapted to the 
growth of small fruits and berries, 
as we noticed in Mr. Matier’s garden 
at Skipanon. In a future article we 
intend to give a fuller account of this 
nursery and garden. 

On many of these farms there 
is more or less reclaimed tide land. 
C.N. Hess has 150 acres of diked land, 
reclaimed in 1885, a good part of the 
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same being now set in tame grasses. 
There are 40 dairy cows on the place, 
but it will support many more. Mr. 
Hess is building a well-arranged dairy 
barn, 82x102 feet. To construct the 
main building and shed will require 
about 70,000 feet. 

J.F. Nowlen’s place of 400 acres, 
most of it tide land, supporting a 
choice dairy of 35 cows and a lot of 
other stock, is on Nowlen’s slough, 
very well situated, with a well-ar- 
ranged dairy and stock barn, and with 
a wharf built right in front next to the 
slough. Mr. Nowlen manufactures a 
fine quality of home-made cheese. 
Mr. Nowlen showed us a fine pair 
of Cheshire pigs obtained from an 
English vessel in the Astoria port. 


Dow RoaD AREA 

Seventy acres of tide land on 
A.H. Sales’ place, reclaimed in 1884, 
show a wonderful change from tide 
grass and brush to firm ground, with 
the larger part of it now set with a 
heavy growth of tame grasses. This 
small place easily supports to or 20 
cows, and a number of other stock. 
Mr. Sales is grading up his dairy herd, 
using for a male a cross between pure- 
bred Durham and Jersey, showing a 
marked improvement within three or 
four years. 


ASTORIA SIDE OF YOUNGS Bay 
J.A. Rowan owns a small but 
choice dairy herd on the Astoria side 
of the bay. In it are some excellent 


milch cows, one a grade Jersey from 
John Docker’s Cathlamet herd and 
another a fine large grade Holstein 
from J.B. Knapp’s Union Ridge 
herd, which gave fully five gallons 
a day each in June. Another, from 
Carnahan’s Clatsop herd, now 17 
months in milk, gives six quarts daily. 
A three-quarter grade Jersey 3 years 
old, from the Jersey herd of Lindsey 
Bros., Union Ridge, and calving at 
22 months old, gives two gallons of 
milk daily. Mr. Rowan is striving to 
secure a first-class dairy herd, and 
is determined to have only the best 
animals. Last fall he purchased from 
D.H. Looney’s Jersey herd, the bull 
Roscoe Conkling 354 (P.C.J.C.H.R.), 
sired by Jersey 176, of C. B. Polhemus’ 
San Jose herd. Roscoe Conkling was 
dropped August 12, 1885, by Annie 
Looney 3d, No. 364, from a fine im- 
ported cow belonging to the famous 
Millard head, of Marin county, 
California. Mrs. Rowan still takes 
pride in her poultry, but is not raising 
as many breeds as formerly, believing 
that fewer kinds will pay better. The 
Wyandottes, Buff Cochins, and 
W.F.B. Spanish are her favorites, the 
Wyandottes especially, being excellent 
foragers, good layers, and good for 
the table. 


WALLUSKI AREA 
At the mouth of the Walluski, 
J.G. Nurnberg and A. Bartoldus, and 
on Young’s river Henderson Brothers, 
Capt. L.G. Haaven and others have 
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O. I. PETERSON’S FARM, “HOME OF THE DuTCH BELTED,” SOUTH OF MILES 
CROSSING, ALONG THE EAST BANK OF THE LEWIS AND CLARK RIVER. CA. I9I5 


tide land that has been reclaimed 
for several years, and proven many 
times as profitable as when in wild 
marsh grass. 


LEwIs AND CLARK AREA 

Mr. Dement’s farm, consisting of 
several hundred acres of fine upland 
and tide land, is on the Lewis and 
Clarke river, two or three miles above 
its mouth. One of the first dikes 
built in this settlement was made on 
this farm, 65 acres being enclosed 
in one body. The closing of the tide 
sloughs and putting in sluiceways 
will enclose about 300 acres more of 
choice tide land. This farm supports 
125 head of cattle, of which 65 are 
dairy cows, some of them being pure- 
bred Durham, one or more from the 
herd of McEldowney & Hawthorne, 
Hillsboro. There are some very fine 
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animals among these purebreds, and 
Mr. Dement intends showing them at 
the next fat stock show in Portland. 
J. W. Reith, under whose efficient 
management the place is made to 
prosper, we learn has just purchased 
a portion of this fine farm. 

W.J. Ingalls, whose farm adjoin- 
ing the place just described, has a 
fine body of nearly 100 acres of tide 
land, most of it under cultivation in 
meadow and tame grasses. 

A county road is being viewed out 
to extend down Lewis and Clarke 
river from Mr. Ingalls’ place to Mr. 
Jeffers’, at the mouth of the river, 
the object being to connect with the 
Adair ferry, now running from a point 
near the site of what was once known 
as Fort Clatsop, and thence across 


Young’s bay to the Astoria side. 
A.E. Turlay, J. Gibson, W. W. True, 
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P.B. Heckard, D.H. Heckard and 
G. P. Brower have each small bodies of 
reclaimed land, the value of which has 
increased tenfold in value on account 
of the reclamation, enabling them to 
keep more dairy and other stock, to 
consequent increase in profit. 

C.F. Harder owns upward of 400 
acres at the head of tidewater on this 
river, about 100 acres being rich al- 
luvial bottom land, yielding immense 
crops of hay and grass, timothy and 
clover. Of the 24 head of dairy cows 
kept on the farm, several are grade 
Jerseys. 

E. Libke, living on the farm just 
below Mr. Harder’s, with bottom land 
equally rich, expects to cut 100 tons of 
timothy and clover hay from 30 acres 
of meadow. 

D. J. Ingalls, who occasionally gives 
the results of his experiences in the 
columns of the Pacific Farmer, owns a 
small dairy, but one of the best paying 
ones, for size, in the State. Mr. Ingalls 
says that during May and June he 
marketed 56 two-pound rolls of but- 
ter each week, the product of 11 or 3 
cows, two—being mere strippers, not 
furnishing enough milk and butter 
for family use—not counted. Mr. 
Ingalls has invented a cheap and novel 
churning apparatus, a descriptive cut 
of which we hope in the future to 
be able to present to our readers. [A 
story appeared in the Fall 1992 issue 
of Cumtux about a churn designed 
by Ingalls’ neighbor Charles Harder 
and operated by a dog.] Mr. Ingalls 


believes in a cross of Jerseys with other 
stock of good milk strain, for butter 
and milk production. He says one of 
his cows of this grade gave during 
the month of June 57 pounds of milk 
daily by actual weight, while another, 
a three-year-old gave 42 pounds daily. 
With this herd is a four-year-old pure- 
bred Jersey bull, sired by the Jersey 
bull Mr. Hood, dam a fine Jersey cow 
owned by Capt. Flavel. 

A. Anderson and Wm. Hartell 
[Hartill] have excellent dairies of 18 
cows each. With Anderson’s herd is a 
grade Holstein bull from Mr. West’s 
herd. With Mr. Hartell’s herd is a 
high grade Jersey bull. This herd is 
being carefully graded up, for the best 
possible results. 

Neils Nelson, proprietor of a choice 
bottom farm, has a small but excel- 
lent dairy. Here the potato blight is 
very bad, and a light crop will be the 
result. The blight has as yet made its 
appearance in only a few potato fields, 
in nearly all of them the vines showing 
bright and green. Potato plants, as far 
as we have noticed, are much more 
liable to be affected with blight in low, 
damp ground than in high and lighter 
soils well drained naturally. Ground 
where blight has once made its ap- 
pearance should not be cultivated in 
potatoes again for several seasons. All 
potato tops that have been blighted 
should be carefully raked together 
when dry and burned, so as to lessen 
the spread of blight germs. 

The only colonies of bees we 


42 CLatsop County Historica SOCIETY 


noticed on Lewis and Clarke were 
at Mr. True’s and at Mr. Heckard’s, 
under whose hospitable roof we slept 
one night. A sample of vine maple 
honey shown by Mr. True had very 
nearly the color and much the taste 
of fresh genuine maple syrup, such as 
our grandfathers and grandmothers 
used to make, to our mind the high- 
est and purest standard of sweetness. 
Had Samson known this sweet the 
Phillistine would have tried to solve 
a different riddle. 

Mr. Turlay, who is engaged in 
logging says the damp, rainy weather, 
continuing nearly to the middle of 
July, has very noticeably interfered 
with logging operations on the Lewis 
and Clarke. Besides Mr. Turlay’s there 
are at present two other camps on 
the river. Abercrombie’s on the Adair 
slough, and Harrison & Watson’s on 
the right bank and near the mouth 
of the river. Spruce for boxing and fir 
are the two principal kinds of timber 
logged on this stream. The Lewis and 
Clark Lumber and Manufacturing 
company, now owning the Sackett 
sawmill property, situated on the 
timber divide between Clatsop plains 
and the Lewis and Clarke river, are 
constructing a tramway from the mill 
to tidewater on the river. Two and a 
quarter miles, or about one-half of the 
tramway, has been built, and when 
completed will furnish easy means of 
taking lumber to boat for transporta- 
tion to Astoria. 
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Cxatsop PLAINS 

T. Colebourn owns a part of the 
W.H. Gray donation claim, formerly 
the site of the Methodist mission 
to the Clatsops, and established on 
Clatsop Plains in 1840. Part of the 
cedar lumber formerly in the mis- 
sion buildings is now in the farm 
house occupied by Mr. Colebourn. 
W.W. Raymond, missionary farmer 
to the Clatsops, and who came to the 
Plains in 1840, is still living there. 

Niacoxie or Neahcoxie creek, 
which heads near Seaside and runs 
west of north, then makes an abrupt 
turn on itself on Mr. Colebourn’s 
place, ten or twelve miles from its 
source, and takes a backward course 
in the direction of its head, a narrow 
sand ridge or levee between the upper 
and lower parts, emptying into the 
Nekanikum—the stream running 
its course of about 20 miles, its head 
and mouth lying only a few stones’ 
throw apart. 

Mr. Colebourn formerly lived in 
Douglas county, is quite a naturalist, 
and has a small but fine collection of 
mounted birds and animals. A deer 
head mounted and ornamenting the 
walls of his parlor, is one of the finest 
specimens we have ever seen. Among 
his collection of birds we notice 
them in all sizes and kinds, from 
the downing swan to the diminutive 
humming bird on its nest, as natural 
as life. An Arctic owl, a wonderfully 
fine specimen, was captured on the 
Plains. Occasionally during a very 
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severe winter in the far north these 
owls come as far south as Oregon. 
‘There is a great horned owl, common 
to this country, several kinds of ducks, 
divers, etc. Mr. Colebourn owns a 
very pretty place, reaching back to 
the ocean beach. 

James Kindred, whose land is next 
to Capt. Flavel’s and J. Thomas, near 
Skipanon, have small but good dair- 
ies. [John Thomas was known as the 
Bard of Clatsop. See his poem on page 
47 and the Winter 1990 issue of Cumtux 
for more of his poems.] 


CaPTAIN FLAVEL 

Capt. Flavel, owning about 2000 
acres of tide and upland, extending 
from Tanzy Point about two miles 
across to Clatsop beach, keeps several 
hundred head of stock, mostly cattle. 
He has two herds, one of Holsteins, 
the other of pure-bred Jerseys, taking 
much pride in them. 

Capt. Flavel has just built a fine 
substantial barn, the main part 
50x100 feet, to accommodate his fine 
stock. He owns Tillie W. and a fine 
three-year-old Altamont colt, foaled 
by this fine mare. Until a few months 
ago the Flavel farm was under the 
efficient management of J. R. Stanley, 
of Seaside. G. W. Grayson, his present 
successor, seems no less careful and 
efficient. 

The many fine lakes in the Plains 
country, on account of their sedgy 
character, are especially well adapted 
to carp raising. James Condit, of West 
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Chehalem valley, who has been stop- 
ping for some time at the Point, says 
one of the lakes on the Flavel farm is 
well stocked with carp, many of them 
very large, raised from a few carp put 
into the lake several years ago. Capt. 
Flavel says they are the best fish he 
has yet tried, and that is saying much. 

Last year Capt. Flavel expended 
several thousand dollars in building 
a strong and substantial wharf at 
Tanzy Point, making it an excellent 
landing place, the consequence being 
that a large part of the summer travel 
to Seaside is in this direction, stages 
always being in waiting for visitors to 
that fine resort. 


P. C. WARREN 

Mr. P.C. Warren is having a large 
hay and stock barn built on his tide 
land farm near the mouth of the 
Skipanon. The building is being put 
up by Henry Bralier and will, when 
completed, be 90x54 feet, with sheds 
12 feet wide and 18 feet high extending 
along two sides and one end, mak- 
ing 234 feet of shedding. The upper 
ten feet of the sheds will be used as 
mows for storing hay. The main barn 
will be fitted up with a hay carrier 
arranged to travel from one end of 
the building to the other under center 
of the comb, which will be 40 feet 
from the ground. This will be one 
of the best arranged stock barns in 
the country, the stalls for the stock 
being placed in the extensive sheds. 
Mr. Bralier also built D. K. Warren’s 
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barn, probably the largest in Oregon. 
The dimensions of this hay and stock 
barn are 188 feet long, 88 feet wide, 
60 feet to comb of roof, the stories 
being three in number. The corner 
posts of the main building are 36 feet 
in height; shed posts 22 feet high. The 
basement story, except a space 30x56 
feet for the storage of roots, and also 
the sides of the second story are fitted 
up to accommodate nearly 200 head 
of cattle for stall feeding, about that 
number fattened here every winter for 
the Astoria market. The available floor 
space between the rows of stalls on the 


second floor is 24x144 feet. The floor 
space in the third story is 24168 feet, 
and the end of the barn being built 
against a high sand ridge, a team can 
be driven directly into this story. 

In stall feeding his cattle Mr. 
Warren gives them a daily ration of 
30 to 40 pounds of rutabagas to each 
steer, with all the hay he can eat, the 
ration being divided and fed twice 
a day. Sometimes to vary the feed a 
little chop is given them, and in that 
case the ration of rutabagas may be 
lessened ten or twelve pounds. 


THE BacHELor's HOME 
by John Thomas, The Bard of Clatsop 
October 16, 1877 


Though my shanty is built of materials so coarse, 


That you'd question its fitness to shelter a horse, 


And stands in the forest so lowly and lone, 


It still bears a trifling resemblance to home. 


Though few are the comforts its ragged walls hold, 


I've no children to bawl, and no wife to scold, 


Which is some consolation, the why I'll explain: 


If I'm minus a pleasure, I'm rid of a pain. 


If happiness should be our chief aim in life, 


And God's richest gift a true virtuous wife, 


When I weigh the chances and risks to be run, 


I have half-way concluded I'm better with none. 


I pluck my own fig tree and bask in its shade, 


with none to molest me or make me afraid, 


An no one to boss me or mark off my stint, 


Or landlord to sue for his quarterly rent. 
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